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ABSTRACT

Civic education plays an important role in shaping Indonesian students into democratic, responsible
and active citizens in social, political and economic life. Through an understanding of the political
system, rights and responsibilities, community participation, social and cultural awareness, critical
thinking, ethics, global citizenship and communication skills, citizenship education provides a
foundation for students' active engagement and understanding of global roles. The purpose of this
study is to identify and analyze the theories in social science that underlie citizenship education, as
well as analyze how the application of social science can assist students in understanding and
exercising their rights and responsibilities as citizens. This research uses a qualitative method with a
literature study approach to examine the relationship between civic education and social science
theories. The results show that the integration of social sciences such as sociology, psychology,
education, politics and law in the civic education curriculum strengthens students' understanding of
their rights and responsibilities. In addition, social sciences help advance civic engagement and
responsibility, equipping students to face challenges in the 21st century. In conclusion, the
application of Social Sciences in citizenship education prepares students to become informed and
responsible citizens, capable of contributing positively in local and global communities.

Keywords: Citizenship Education, Social Sciences, School Students, Rights and responsibilities,
community involvement.

INTRODUCTION

Citizenship education plays a crucial role in shaping Indonesian students into individuals who are
democratic, responsible, and active in social, political, and economic life. The civic education curriculum
covers a wide range of disciplines that aim to develop understanding, skills and values that encourage
students to become active, knowledgeable and responsible citizens (Julfian et al., 2023). This education
is not only important for students ' participation in the civic life of their community but also to help
them understand their role in a global context. Civic education provides a comprehensive overview of
the various aspects taught in this educational material. First, students are taught an understanding of
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political systems and governance. They study the structure and function of government and political
institutions at the local, national and international levels, including an understanding of democracy,
political ideologies and the role of the legislative, executive, judicial and other bodies in Indonesia
(Wahyuningroem, 2021).

Furthermore, there is a strong emphasis on rights and responsibilities. Students explore human rights,
civil liberties, and social responsibility, as well as understand the legal and ethical foundations of their
rights and obligations as citizens. This helps them find a balance between individual freedom and social
responsibility (Wahyuningroem, 2021). In addition, civic education emphasizes the importance of
community participation and involvement. Students are taught about various forms of community
participation, including voting, volunteering, and involvement in the community. It encourages students
to become active participants in their communities, understanding the impact of their actions on society
as social beings (Hukama, 2017).

Social and cultural awareness is also an important component. Students are encouraged to appreciate
diversity and understand the social and cultural fabric of their own and other communities. This includes
exploring issues of identity, multiculturalism, social justice, and equality. Civic education also develops
critical thinking and decision-making skills. Students learn to analyze information, understand different
perspectives, evaluate arguments, and make informed decisions. These skills are essential for dealing
with various complex situations and challenges (Dwirista et al., 2022).

Ethics and values are also a focus. Students are encouraged to engage in ethical reflection and the
development of values-based approaches to issues. They explore the concepts of justice, respect and
integrity, applying these ideas to various social and ethical dilemmas (Rantika, 2024). With the world
becoming increasingly connected, Civic Education also includes global citizenship. Students study global
issues such as environmental sustainability, global health, human rights and international conflict. They
learn about their roles and responsibilities as global citizens, understanding the global implications of
local actions. Finally, effective communication skills are strongly emphasized. Students are taught
listening, speaking, reading and writing with a particular focus on the ability to engage in constructive
dialog, debate and advocacy (Zahara, 2018).

Through these components, citizenship education materials provide students with a foundation for
understanding their role in society, empowering them to contribute positively to their communities and
the wider world. The goal is to prepare individuals who are not only knowledgeable about their rights
and responsibilities, but also equipped with the skills and dispositions to navigate and contribute to a
complex and dynamic world (Hermanto & Srimulyani, 2021).

Civic education cannot be studied separately from other disciplines, especially social sciences. Civic
education sits at the intersection of various disciplines in the social sciences, offering a rich and diverse
field of study that includes elements of political science, history, sociology, psychology, education, and
law (Dewi & Ulfiah, 2021). The goal of this interdisciplinary approach is to equip individuals with the
knowledge, skills, and values necessary to engage actively and responsibly in society. At its core,
citizenship education is about fostering a sense of belonging and participation, enabling individuals to
contribute to democratic processes and social cohesion (Alfi, 2019).

In designing civic education programs, educators utilize these various disciplines to create curricula that
not only provide knowledge of rights and responsibilities, but also encourage critical thinking, ethical
reflection, and active participation in society. The goal is to prepare students not only as knowledgeable
citizens but also as engaged and thoughtful members of society, capable of contributing to the well-
being and improvement of their communities as well as the wider world (Dirgantoro, 2016).
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The importance of citizenship education in today's globalized world cannot be overstated. As societies
become more diverse and interconnected, the challenges and opportunities for community engagement
are even greater. Civic education, grounded in the Social Sciences, provides an important foundation for
overcoming these complexities, advancing social justice, and fostering a sense of shared humanity.
Through this educational journey, individuals learn to appreciate the value of diversity, the importance
of dialog and collaboration, and the need for respect and understanding between different cultures and
perspectives (Sesilia et al., 2024).

Based on these things, the formulation of the problem that can be identified is as follows:

1. What are the theories in the social sciences that underlie citizenship education?
2. What is the application of Social Sciences to the rights and responsibilities as a school student?

These questions are important to explore more deeply how social science theories can be integrated
into civic education, as well as how the application of social sciences can help students understand and
exercise their rights and responsibilities. By understanding the theoretical underpinnings and practical
applications of the Social Sciences, citizenship education can be more effective in preparing students to
be informed, responsible, and active citizens in a complex and dynamic global society.

The purpose of this study is to identify and analyze the theories in social science that underlie civic
education, as well as analyze how the application of social science can help students understand and
exercise their rights and responsibilities as citizens. In addition, this study aims to provide
recommendations for the development of a more effective civic education curriculum, with an emphasis
on the integration of relevant social theories. As such, the research is expected to encourage students'
engagement in social and political processes, as well as enhance their understanding of the implications
of rights and responsibilities in the wider society.

RESEARCH METHODS

This research uses qualitative approach with literature study method to explore the implementation of
social science theory in civic education for school students. This method was chosen because it allows
researchers to analyze and interpret various sources of relevant information, including scientific articles,
journals, books, and other documents related to the research topic. The research process begins with
identifying and collecting relevant literature, which is then selected based on criteria of relevance,
validity, and credibility. Once the literature is selected, the researcher carries out an in-depth analysis
with critical reading and coding of information related to social science theory and its application in civic
education.

Further, the results of the analysis of the literature are synthesized in order to identify the main themes,
relationships between concepts, and emerging patterns. This synthesis helps in understanding how
social science theory is implemented in civic education and its impact on students. Findings from
multiple sources are compared to ensure consistency and validity of results. The study was then
prepared based on the findings of literature analysis, including research background, objectives,
methods, results of analysis, and conclusions. The study also presents recommendations for more
effective citizenship education practices, providing insight into the best practices educators can adopt to
prepare students to be informed, responsible, and active citizens in a global society.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Theories in the Social Sciences underlying Civic Education

The Social Sciences encompass a wide range of academic disciplines that study society and the
relationships between individuals in society. Its main focus is on understanding human behaviour, social
structure, and the dynamics of society and culture. The Social Sciences utilize a variety of methods of
empirical investigation and critical analysis to develop a comprehensive understanding of complex social
phenomena. The types of social sciences are:

1. Anthropology

Anthropology is the branch of social science that studies Man and his culture. It encompasses
several important subfields, including human biological evolution, variations in human physical
characteristics, the spread and evolution of human culture, language development, and the
basic principles of human and cultural life in different parts of the world. As a scientific
discipline, anthropology seeks to explain the cultural processes of societies that exist and
develop over time. Without anthropology, society would not be able to understand the different
cultures that exist and are spread throughout the world. Studying anthropology is also an effort
to preserve culture because it allows us to know and develop various cultures that exist in
human life today (Hati, 2018).

2. Sociology

Sociology is a science that studies various phenomena that occur in people's lives. This science
began to develop in Europe when scientists realized the need for a discipline capable of
explaining and understanding social changes in people's lives. The French scientist, August
Comte, was the first to come up with the concept of sociology and is often referred to as the
father of Sociology by sociologists. Sociology is included in the social sciences because it does
not study the exact sciences, but the symptoms of society and the social changes that occur. In
the study of social phenomena, sociology is not speculative but objective, and the observations
made make it a logical science. This science studies various changes in social life from the first
humans to the modern era. As a scientific discipline, sociology does not view problems
normatively but must be neutral in observing problems that exist in society (Nazmi, 2023).

3. Communication Science

Interaction between individuals is inseparable from communication, which is important to
convey messages clearly. Communication science was born out of research into how effective
communication can occur between individuals. This science focuses on the process of
communication both between individuals, individuals with groups, and between groups.
Communication is a fundamental part of everyday social life, in which social interaction through
communication has a crucial role. Understanding the science of communication helps humans in
conveying information in a way that is easily understood by the recipient. The development of
technology has changed the way of communication from slow use of mail to faster and more
efficient through mobile phones, e-mail and other technologies. Communication studies focus
on human behaviour in communication as the main object of research (Hariyanto, 2021).

4. Economy
In social life, man is inseparable from the economy. Economics belongs to the social sciences
because its main focus is on human behaviour. Economics studies how human beings use
existing resources to meet their needs and desires. In economics, there are three main actors:
households, businesses, and the government. These three actors have roles and decisions that
influence each other. Households act as consumers who seek to satisfy needs through the
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consumption of goods and services. Business people, both individuals and groups, produce
goods and services for profit. Meanwhile, the government acts as a public policy maker, with
decisions made having to consider the welfare of households and businesses. In the economic
system, these three actors interact with each other and contribute to the dynamics of the
economy as a whole (Hasan et al., 2023).

5. Education Science

In education, the interaction between educators and students is very important and needs to be
studied. For those who work in education, having knowledge of Social Science is very important.
An educator needs to understand the characteristics and behaviour of their students in order to
apply appropriate and effective learning methods in conveying knowledge. Good
communication skills are also very necessary for an educator. In addition, education allows a
person to change his own life and also the lives of others. Therefore, education is closely related
to social life. For example, individuals who pursue higher education in college have the potential
to become agents of change for various problems that exist in society. They are expected to
solve these problems, so that they can live a more independent and prosperous life. The
importance of education lies in its ability to bring about positive changes in the surrounding
environment (Jamaluddin, 2022).

6. Geography

Geography is the science that studies the Earth and everything in it, including various natural
phenomena around it. Although at first glance geography seems unrelated to the social
sciences, there is actually a significant connection. Geography places Man and his environment
at the centre of study. The field also includes human geography, which studies how individuals
adapt to their environment, interact with others, and play a role in the world. In general,
geography studies the natural resources that exist, allowing humans to know, manage, and
utilize them for the prosperity and well-being of society, in a fair and equitable manner
(Suprapto, 2016).

7. History

The development of human events from ancient times to the present day continues to be
studied through the science of history. This science tries to chronologically string the events of
the past in order to understand how the present was formed. The science of history also
systematically studies the chronology of human behaviour based on facts, making it a science
based on truth, not superstition. Truth in history is very important because it allows human
beings to learn from the past and avoid repeating mistakes. The science of history not only
focuses on what, when, where, and how events occurred, but also studies the facts, patterns of
events, and elements that make up those events. Therefore, history and social science cannot
be separated because they are interrelated and complementary (Nelly, 2024).

8. Political Science

Politics is a discipline that is inseparable from the Social Sciences. The study of political science
focuses on how power is exercised in the life of society and the state. This power can occur
between citizens of one country and another, between citizens and their country, as well as
between countries and other countries. The main study of political science is how a country
obtains, maintains and exercises its power in accordance with the norms in force in the country.
Social Sciences play an important role in this, since power in politics must be in harmony with
the social life of society in order to ensure security and order. Without social science, political
science would be difficult to accommodate the interests of the general public.
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9. law

In the legal world, the social life of society is an aspect that cannot be ignored. For law students,
social processes are one of the important topics studied. As a social Being, Human Behaviour
and actions must be regulated and directed. Laws, regulations, and policies implemented by
competent authorities are ways to control human social behaviour. Clear and firm laws can
govern human life, providing guidance on what can and cannot be done. Without laws, human
beings can act arbitrarily without considering the consequences of their actions. The absence of
punishment will make bad behaviour uncontrollable. In addition, in policy making and the rule
of law, a social approach is essential. The implementation of fair and equitable rules for each
individual helps ensure behaviour that is in accordance with existing norms and cultures. In fact,
the law itself is born from various social conditions that exist in society (Hasan et al., 2023).

10. Social Psychology

Psychology and sociology are two closely interrelated and inseparable domains. Psychology
seeks to explain how the mental processes or psyche of human beings affect their behavior.
Humans are the main subject in the study of psychology because as social beings, they display a
variety of different behaviors. Psychology focuses on understanding the mental, thought, and
behavior of individuals and their interactions with others. On the other hand, social psychology
extends this scope by exploring the social phenomena that occur in the context of human life as
a social being. The field also examines social events that may be negative in nature or social
pathology, such as drug abuse, thuggish crime, the spread of false news, and prostitution.
Understanding social psychology helps people to anticipate and address social problems that
may arise, and develop solutions that benefit society as a whole (Yenti et al., 2023).

Civic education has a central role in shaping students into knowledgeable members of society. In the
context of the social sciences, sociology stands out as an important theoretical framework for
understanding this complexity. Sociological Perspectives highlight how social structure affects civic
identity, including the understanding of rights and duties within a larger society. This allows educators to
design educational programs that address issues of equality, diversity, and social justice, encouraging
more inclusive citizen participation. Psychological theories also provide valuable insights into citizenship
education, especially in the context of cognitive development. For example, Piaget's theory of stages of
cognitive development suggests that civic education should be adapted to the level of cognitive
development of students so that the content is appropriate and interesting. In addition, Vygotsky's
social theory emphasizes the role of social interaction and cultural context in learning. By incorporating
these concepts, educators can create a culturally responsive learning environment, supporting the
development of Active Citizenship and social responsibility.

Political science and law also make important contributions to civic education. The integration of these
concepts not only broadens students ' view of the legal framework that governs society, but also
strengthens their appreciation of the rule of law and democratic principles. Through case studies and
dialogue with legal practitioners, students can explore the practical application of legal principles in
everyday life, deepening their understanding of individual rights and responsibilities as citizens. By
integrating these theories into civic education curricula, educators can prepare students to actively
participate in democratic societies, promoting inclusive values, justice, and sustainable participation.
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Application of Social Sciences to the rights and responsibilities as school students

Figure 1. Illustration Of The Historical Events Of The Proclamation Of Indonesian Independence
Source: (CNN Indonesia, 2021)

The history of Indonesia has a diverse wealth, from pre-colonial times to the strenuous struggle for
independence. Through a thorough understanding of these events, students can gain a deep insight into
the struggles, achievements, and cultural heritage that shape the identity of the Indonesian nation.
Historical events such as the Dutch colonial period, the independence struggle led by figures such as
Sukarno and Hatta, as well as the formation of the Pancasila ideology, are very important for
understanding the values on which Indonesian society is based. The integration of this historical
knowledge into the civic education curriculum aims to develop a deeper appreciation of their country's
history and its relevance to contemporary issues (Jati et al., 2023).

Teaching Indonesian history in the context of citizenship education requires careful planning and
development of lesson plans appropriate to the age level of students. By utilizing primary sources such
as historical documents, artifacts, and oral history stories, educators can provide a more immersive and
engaging learning experience. The use of multimedia technologies such as documentaries, virtual tours
of historical sites, and interactive learning platforms can also help students to meaningfully connect with
the past. Through the integration of these various resources, students can develop a thorough
understanding of Indonesian history and its relevance to citizenship education.

The integration of Indonesian history into citizenship education not only enhances a sense of national
pride and develops critical thinking skills, but also cultivates civic responsibility among students. By
engaging in learning about historical events and understanding their significance, students can
strengthen their emotional connection with their country and appreciate its rich cultural heritage. While
there are challenges in teaching sensitive historical topics or addressing differences in student
understanding, strategies such as good teacher training and inclusive curriculum adaptations can help
schools maximize the potential of history education as a character-building tool in civic education
(Salim, 2016).

Civic education materials are enriched with an emphasis on basic rights such as education, health
services, and freedom of religion, which are usually included in the curriculum for familiarization of
students with their rights as citizens. In addition to these rights, education also highlights the
commensurate responsibility to assert interconnectedness in citizenship. For example, the right to
education is accompanied by the obligation to attend school regularly and to respect teachers and
peers. An understanding of these relationships provides individuals with the knowledge necessary to
actively participate in society, such as volunteering, exercising suffrage, and fighting for social justice,
which in turn contributes to the improvement of their communities.
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Despite the importance of including rights and responsibilities in civic education curricula, educators
face challenges in integrating these concepts effectively. One of the main challenges is the lack of a
consistent curriculum regarding rights and responsibilities, which leads to variations in teaching in
different regions. In addition, finding the right balance between an emphasis on rights and
responsibilities is an additional challenge, where educators must ensure no aspect is overlooked in favor
of another. It also involves efforts to ensure inclusiveness and diversity of material on rights and
responsibilities, in order to accommodate students ' different backgrounds and experiences.
Collaboration between educators, policymakers and stakeholders is key in addressing these challenges,
so that civic education can provide students with a comprehensive understanding of their role as active
members of society (Hidayati & Qur’ani, n.d.).

Political science and legal science have a crucial role in understanding the rights and responsibilities of
citizens in a democratic society such as the Republic of Indonesia. By delving into the theoretical
foundations and practical applications of these two disciplines, we can gain a deep understanding of
how they interact in shaping the framework of citizenship in Indonesia. Political theory addresses not
only the legal status of individuals but also their participation in state political processes, including the
right to vote, freedom of speech, and assembly. On the other hand, legal Science establishes a legal
framework that defines the rights and responsibilities of citizens, including in the Constitution and laws.
The close relationship between political and legal perspectives regarding citizenship is essential to
ensure that citizens ' rights are protected and their responsibilities are upheld in the Indonesian legal
system.

The application of political science in analyzing the rights and responsibilities of citizens in Indonesia
involves research on the political institutions responsible for the protection of those rights. For example,
the role of Parliament, the judiciary, and the executive in ensuring citizens ' rights are protected and
accountability is maintained. Political participation also plays an important role in shaping the
responsibility of citizens, since active involvement in the political process is necessary for democracy to
function effectively. By analyzing political theory and governance practices in Indonesia, such as the
concept of Pancasila and the role of political parties, we can deepen our understanding of how citizens'
rights and responsibilities are defined and implemented in the country (Bawamenewi, 2019).

CONCLUSION

The conclusion from the above discussion is that citizenship education supported by the Social Sciences
is an integral part of the holistic educational experience. It not only prepares individuals to participate in
civic life at the local and national level, but also to become global citizens aware of connectedness and
interdependence in the contemporary era. Through this education, individuals can develop the ability to
face the challenges of the 21st century in ways that promote social justice and social responsibility, as
well as make decisions that positively impact their communities as well as global society at large. To
optimize the role of Social Sciences in understanding and advancing the rights and responsibilities of
citizens in Indonesia, there needs to be a collaborative effort between educators, stakeholders, and the
wider community. It is recommended to strengthen the civic education curriculum by further
emphasizing the integration of political science, law, and sociology in teaching. This can be done by
expanding the material to include critical aspects of citizenship, such as political participation, an
understanding of the legal framework governing rights and responsibilities, and the role of the media in
shaping public opinion. Thus, civic education not only produces individuals skilled in social and political
life, but also forms a society that is more aware of the importance of civic responsibility in advancing
justice and the common good.
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