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ABSTRACT
Merdeka Belajar as one of the new policies in the education system in Indonesia needs to be critically and deeply analyzed from various aspects, one of which is analyzed from the perspective of philosophy. There are various philosophical schools used in the world of education, one of which is the philosophical school of progressivism. The purpose of writing this article is to look at the independent program of learning an independent campus from the lens of the philosophy of progersiveism. This paper is a literature study conducted by looking at various existing libraries. The independent learning program of an independent campus turned out to be very much in line with the spirit of the flow of progressivism.
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INTRODUCTION
Education and philosophy are two inseparable things, because the purpose of education is also the goal of philosophy; And the way philosophy goes is also the way education goes (Căstăian, 2023). Philosophy means thinking and considering better values and ideals, while education is an effort to realize these values and ideals in life, in human personality (Hakiki & Santosa, 2023). The role of educational philosophy is to support the educational goals that we can set, which include four aspects: analytical, evaluative, speculative, and integrative functions (Sham et al., 2023). There is no conception and idea of education without the idea and foundation of philosophy (Xiong & Ju, 2023). What the educator wants to observe and how to carry out education depends largely on the background of philosophical values (Treagust & Won, 2023). The concept of education as a social function and process has no definite meaning without first describing social ideals (Luca et al., 2023). How to form the ideal society that we want to create through the process of education, not just a picture of the thought of an image or the mind of a philosopher. The image of an ideal society already has a philosophical foundation in the socio-cultural context of a society or country. The ideal image of society is the product of philosophical ideas institutionalized in people's lifestyles, which grow as part of socio-culture in accordance with socio-psychology or the character of a nation will develop as reality, as a philosophy of life (Sutrisno, 2016).
Education as a theoretical science and a practical science requires philosophical thinking, especially in matters that cannot be solved technically or scientifically. The discussion of the philosophy of education includes the meeting point of philosophical thought with educational thought, the use of branches and schools of philosophy in educational thought and practice and schools of educational philosophy . 
The problem of education is an objective part of human life, and for practical problems it must also be recognized by philosophy. The philosophical mind is a pure mind, wanting to understand the nature of things, wanting to understand as deeply as possible to discover the truth. This method can be through induction, inference, rational analysis of possibilities, contemplation of concepts, observation of understanding, or even intuition. When considering various educational issues, it is impossible to analyze the problem only by scientific analysis. 
The educational problems described above should be solved with the help of practical and theoretical analysis using appropriate philosophical foundations. Educational institutions and an educator must know the basic philosophy of various concepts/schools, including at the higher education level. The development of the times and science has also had an impact on the level of higher education in Indonesia. The policy taken by the Minister of Education of the Republic of Indonesia in relation to the Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) program which began to be promoted in 2020 needs to be addressed and analyzed using a philosophy knife. In this paper, a critical study of one of the schools of educational philosophy will be presented, namely progressivism to analyze educational practices in Indonesia, especially in universities, in relation to the MBKM program.

RESEARCH METHODS
This paper is a literature study conducted by collecting writings from various sources, namely from books and journal articles. The writings are then analyzed and reinterpreted according to the topic to be written.

RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Concept of Progressivism
The term progressivism comes from the word progressive which means to move forward . In the Big Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI) progressive is defined as towards progress; Lean towards improvement now; and levels up. Often also the term progressivism is associated with the word progress, that is, progress. This means that progressivism is one of the schools that wants progress that will lead to change   (Fadillah, 2016) (Al-Faris, 2016) (Salu et al., 2016).
According to (Gutek et al., 1974), modern progressivism emphasizes the concept of "progress" which states that humans have the ability to develop and perfect their environment by applying their intelligence and scientific methods to solve problems that arise both in human personal life itself and social life. In this context, education will be successful if it is able to actively involve students in learning activities, so that students get a lot of experience for the provision of their lives.
Progressivism is one of the modern schools of philosophy, the progesive movement is widely known for its reaction to formalities and boring traditional schools, which emphasized the harsh discipline of passive learning, and many small things that were useless in education. Furthermore, the movement is known for its appeal to teachers. Many teachers support it, because the progesivist education movement is a kind of cutting-edge vehicle to drive. Usually this school of progesivism is associated with the liberal view of life "The liberal road to culture". what is meant by this is a view of life that has the following characteristics: flexible (not rigid, not resisting change, not bound by a certain doctrine), corious (wanting to know, wanting to investigate), tolerant and open-minded (having an open heart) (Djumransjah, 2006).
This educational theory of progressivism differs from traditional views such as essentialism and perennialism. The Thai movement was part of a general reform movement that characterized American life in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The movement, often associated with John Dewey's pragmatism or experimentalism, emphasized the view that all teaching and learning processes should be centered on the interests and needs of children. In John Dewey's "Democracy and Education", he elaborates that a truly progressive education requires a philosophy based on experience, the interaction of people with their environment. Such an experiential philosophy should not set external goals, but rather the end product of education is the continuity of experience mediating the direction and control of subsequent experiences. Indeed, progressive education does not ignore the past, but uses it to direct future experiences.
The goal of progressive education is to meet the needs of a growing child. School should be a place for fun learning. The curriculum content comes from students' interests and tendencies. The scientific method is used by progressive educators so that students can learn material and events systematically. The emphasis is on the process of how one arrives at a knowledge/understanding. John Dewey was a major proponent of this school of philosophy. One of the principles is that schools should improve the way of life of citizens through experiences of freedom and democracy in schools, shared decision-making, teacher planning with students, topic-selected students, books are only tools, not authorities.(Faiz & Purwati, 2021)
[bookmark: _Toc89201673][bookmark: _Toc89602970]Views of Progressivism
The view of progressivism can be elaborated based on the views of ontology, epistimology, and axiology
Ontology of Progressivism
The ontological view of progressivism rests on 3 things, namely: the principle of herebey, experience, and mind.
The principle of herebey is the existence of life, a vast infinite reality, because the reality of the universe is the reality of life.
Experience is the key to man's understanding of everything. Human beings have the potential of the mind that plays a role in experience. The existence and reality of the mind are only in activity, in behavior. 
The mind as a unique human function. Man lives because of the functions of the soul that he has. This potential intelligence includes the ability to remember, imagine, connect, formulate, symbolize and solve problems and communicate with others. This mind is an integration within the personality, not an entity on its own. The existence and reality of the mind are only in activity. The mind is what humans do, the mind principally plays a role in experience.
Epistimology of Progressivism
The epistemological view of progressivism is that knowledge is information, facts, laws, principles, processes, and habits that accumulate in the person as a process, and habits that accumulate in the person as a process of interaction and experience. Knowledge is acquired by man either directly through experience and contact with all realities in the environment, or knowledge is acquired directly through records. Knowledge is the result of a certain activity. The more we face the demands of the environment and the more we experience in practice, the greater our preparation for the demands of the future. Knowledge must be adapted and modified to the new realities in the environment.
Axiology of Progressivism
In the view of progressivism in the field of axiology, values arise because humans have language, thus it becomes possible to have interrelationships, so society becomes a place for values to arise. Language is a means of expression derived from the drives, wills, feelings, intelligence of individuals. The value is true or incorrect, good or bad if it is shown in accordance with the test results experienced by humans in association.
The educational view of progressivism calls for a progressive one. The purpose of education should be defined as the continuous reconstruction of experience. Education should not only convey knowledge to students to be accepted, but more important than that is to train thinking skills by providing stimuli-stimuli.
[bookmark: _Toc89201674][bookmark: _Toc89602971]Implications of Progressivism in Education
According to the school of progressivism, education has two aspects, namely psychological and sociological aspects. From a psychological point of view, an educator must be able to know the forces or potentials that exist in students to be developed. From a sociological point of view, educators must know where these energies should be guided. Pendidik dalam melakukan tugasnya dalam praktek pendidikan berpusat pada anak, mempunyai peranan-peranan sebagai 
The school of progressivist philosophy views culture as the result of human reason, known throughout history as human property that is not frozen, but always evolving and changing. So education as a human endeavor must be in the same spirit as that culture. Education as a tool to process and reconstruct new cultures must be able to create an educative situation so that the outputs produced (students) are qualified, superior, competitive, initiative, adaptive, and creative humans able to answer the challenges of their time. For this reason, an experiential curriculum or experimental curriculum is needed, where what students have obtained while at school will be applied in real life. With the educational method of "Learning by doing" (Learning by doing) and problem solving (problem solving) with steps to face problems, propose hypotheses. From this view, it is very clear that the philosophical school of progressivism intends to make students who continue to progress as a generation that will answer the challenges of the new civilization.
The philosophy of progesivism holds that knowledge that is true today may not be true in the future. Therefore, the best way to prepare students for an unknown future is to equip them to overcome new challenges in life to discover truths that are relevant today. Through continuous self-analysis and reflection, individuals can identify the right values in the near future. This flow gives freedom to participants in thinking to develop their talents, creativity and abilities (Suparlan, 2015)
[bookmark: _Toc87293984][bookmark: _Toc89201676][bookmark: _Toc89602973]Analysis of the Philosophy of Progressivism on the Independent Learning Program of the Independent Campus
 Law of the Republic of Indonesia no. 20 of 2003 states that education is a basic and planned effort to realize the learning atmosphere and learning process so that students actively develop their potential to have religious spiritual strength, self-control, personality, intelligence, noble character, and skills needed by themselves, society, nation and state. In order to achieve this goal, one of the breakthroughs made by the Minister of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia is to launch an independent learning curriculum at the higher education level known as Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka (MBKM). The existence of an independent learning curriculum in the hope that it can give students the right to be able to learn directly at the source, not only in the classroom. Students are given the freedom to be able to conduct lectures outside their study program for a maximum of 3 semesters (1 semester outside PT and 2 semesters inside PT), and conduct direct learning in the community both with research activities, community service, humanitarian projects, and internships.    (Director General of Higher Education of the Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020) 
The MBKM policy is defined as a form of granting autonomy to educational institutions and freedom from complicated bureaucracy and freedom for students to choose the desired program (Directorate General of Higher Education of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia, 2020). The big goal to be achieved by the Ministry of Education and Culture (Kemdikbud) is the creation of a culture of educational institutions that are autonomous, not bureaucratic, and the creation of an innovative learning system based on the interests and demands of the modern world (Arifin & Muslim, 2020).
The learning process in MBKM is one of the manifestations of student-centered learning which is very essential. Learning in MBKM provides challenges and opportunities for the development of innovation, creativity, capacity, personality, and student needs, as well as developing independence in seeking and finding knowledge through reality and field dynamics such as ability requirements, real problems, social interaction, collaboration, self-management, performance demands, targets and achievements. Through a well-designed and implemented MBKM program,  students' hard and soft skills will be formed strongly.   (Director General of Higher Education of the Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020) 
In the MBKM guidebook (2020), it is stated that the practical levels of an independent campus are: 1) student exchanges, 2) work practices, 3) teaching aisten in education units, 4) research, 5) humanitarian projects, 6) entrepreneurial activities, 7) independent projects, 8) thematic KKN to build villages. The eight activities above are known as the Form of Learning Activities (BKP). When viewed as a whole, the concept of an independent campus is really in line with the philosophical view of progressivism where students are given the freedom to determine for themselves what they will learn and learn something in the real world, not just theoretical. Learners will learn directly in nature, in society, and in real life. Learners will gain experience from what they see, feel, and do in the real world. Educators here only provide space, guidance, direction, and opportunities to students to develop their abilities and educators really position themselves as motivators and facilitators in learning activities. 
The MBKM policy is so thick imbued with the philosophy of progressivism that emphasizes the advancement of education, so that it is of quality and modern and provides tangible benefits for students based on their interests and talents. Progressivism increases the chances of democracy in the field of Education because it emphasizes the involvement of all parties in advancing the nation's education With the various activities that can be carried out by students on campus, teaching is a response to be able to answer various needs and problems that occur today. Higher education is a place for the distribution of various student creativity that can be applied directly in social life and which is needed by the community, so that there are no more elites who use alma mater suits just able to speak in theory but there is no practice at all and far from society. (Nanggala & Suryadi, 2020)
Independent campuses are so strong the basis of progressivism because they want independence and modernization and democratization of education, of course, this orientation needs to be supported and supervised by all parties. In an independent campus, students are really given flexibility and also placed as educational subjects, student center learning will really be applied in this independent campus with eight activities contained in the MBKM BKP. Details of each activity in MBKM will be listed as follows.
Student exchange
Student exchange aims to form an attitude of respect for the diversity of cultures, views, religions, and beliefs, as well as the original opinions or findings of others; and work together and have social sensitivity and concern for society and the environment. The forms of activities of this student exchange are: a) Student Exchange between Study Programs at the same University; b) Learning activities in other Study Programs at the same University can be carried out face-to-face or online; c) Student Exchange between Study Programs at different universities.
This student exchange activity really gives independence to students to be able to take part in learning activities outside their original study program according to their talents and interests. In this activity, students have the flexibility to be able to take courses both in the same study program as their original study program and in a study program that is different from their original study program inside the original campus and outside the home campus. This is very much in line with the spirit of the philosophy of progressivism where students determine their own subjects to be followed.
This student exchange will provide real experience to students that there are many other sciences that can be obtained both in cloth study programs and in other higher education in accordance with student interests. In addition, by conducting student exchanges, there will be different experiences and require students to be able to adapt wherever they study. Like the view of progressivists that learning must be from the real world and from learning there must be improvements obtained for himself personally and for his environment.
Internship/Work Practice
So far, students lack work experience in the industry / real professional world so they are not ready to work because the internship time is only short-term (less than 6 months) is not enough to provide industry experience and competence for students. This internship program in MBKM lasts for 1-2 semesters the aim is to provide sufficient experience to students, direct learning in the workplace (experiential learning). During the internship, students will get hard skills (skills,  complex problem solving, analytical skills, etc.), as well as soft skills (professional / work ethics, communication, cooperation, etc.). Through this activity, industrial problems will flow to universities so that updating teaching and learning materials for lecturers and research topics in universities will be more relevant.
The internship that lasts for 1-2 semesters is really in line with the ontological view of the school of progressivism which states  that experience is the key to human understanding of everything, humans have the potential of the mind (mind) that plays a role in experience. The existence and reality of the mind are only in activity, in behavior. In this internship, students will really gain experience that is in accordance with what is learned from the theoretical level on campus. In internship activities, students will develop their minds and pour in behavior and deeds to follow the flow of activities in their internship places both in companies, non-profit foundations, multilateral organizations, government institutions, and startups.
Internships can be used as a vehicle for students to learn really from the source directly, learning from the real environment of the real world of work. In this internship activity, students are also expected to be able to directly practice the theories that have been learned in lectures, applying what has been learned in solving real problems in the world of work.
Teaching Assistance in Education Units
The number of education units in Indonesia is very large and various problems both formal, non-formal and informal education units. Learning activities in the form of teaching assistance are carried out by students in educational units such as elementary, middle, and high schools. Schools where teaching practices can be located in urban locations or in remote areas. The existence of this teaching assistant activity is expected to bridge the gap between the quality of education in urban areas and remote areas in Indonesia. In this activity, students can help teachers to teach and carry out various administrative activities at school in order to disseminate information and also new knowledge. This teaching assistant activity is very good for students who come from educational study programs to prepare more professional teacher candidates.
The abolition of the Field Introduction Program (PPL) course in the education study program makes students have little emphasis on skills in teaching practice. Skills in teaching are only obtained  in microteaching courses, so it is still very lacking because in this course students only learn to teach to their friends, not real with students. Teaching with fellow friends and with real students is very different, the challenges and skills required are also very different. The existence of this teaching assistant activity is expected to equip more skills for prospective teacher students. The activities of teaching assistants are very thick with the thoughts of preprogressivism figures where the best learning is learning by doing. If prospective teacher students want to become professional teachers, then the best learning is to learn as much as possible to teach in real in front of real students as well.
Research
For students who have a passion to become researchers, independent learning can be realized in the form of research activities at research institutions / study centers. Through research, students can build critical thinking, which is needed for various scientific families at the higher education level. With critical thinking skills, students will deepen, understand, and be able to conduct research methods better. 
The school of progressivism emphasizes on providing empirical experience to students in learning, so that a person who always learns and does is formed (Fadlillah, 2017). That is, education is intended to provide a lot of experience to students in an effort to solve problems faced in the daily environment. Jihn Dewey mentioned that education is not only limited to collecting information from teachers or from textbooks. Learning is not the acceptance and application of existing prior knowledge, but a continuous reconstruction in accordance with new discoveries. Therefore, problem solving (by the scientific method) must be seen not only by the investigation of functional knowledge, linking as a continuous link with the subject matter. In this case, the experience learned must be real or correspond to real life. The existence of research activities in MBKM aims the same as the purpose of the flow of progressivism that students must be sensitive to various real problems that exist in community life and be able to solve these problems by conducting research / research using the right method.
Humanitarian Projects
Indonesia is one of the countries in the world that experiences many natural disasters, both in the form of earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, hydrological disasters, and others. Student involvement has been voluntary and only short-term in the event of a disaster. There needs to be young workers from students to think about preventive measures for various things that might occur in Indonesia because our country is a country that is very prone to disasters. 
The existence of humanitarian project activities is in line with the philosophical view of progressivism where education must emphasize the benefits for practical life. The point is that what is learned in education must be able to provide real benefits for human life. The existence of this humanitarian project activity is expected to provide tangible benefits to the people in Indonesia on how to overcome disasters, how preparations are made to avoid disasters and how strategic steps must be taken if affected by disasters. 
Entrepreneurial Activities
The entrepreneurial potential for the millennial generation in Indonesia has not been managed properly. The Independent Campus Policy encourages the development of student entrepreneurial interests with appropriate learning activity programs. The purpose of entrepreneurial activities is: to provide students who have an interest in entrepreneurship to develop their businesses early and be guided, deal with unemployment problems that produce intellectual unemployment from undergraduates.
Progressivism that states that a good curriculum is a "Core Curriculum", that is, a number of learning experiences around general needs. Core curriculum and experiential curriculum need to be arranged in an orderly and planned manner. This kind of qualification is needed so that education can have a process in accordance with the objectives, not easily related to incidental and unimportant matters. It is clear, then, that the environment and experience that is necessary and that can support education is that which can be created and directed in a predetermined direction. Curricula that meet these demands include those based on project theory and methods, which have been created by William Heard Kilpatrick. The curriculum is structured around student experiences both personal and social experiences. Social science is often the center of learning used with student experiences, and in problem solving and in project activities. 
Entrepreneurial activities open up the widest possible opportunities for students to be able to create a project, although from the project the goal is to produce something useful and can generate profits. From the entrepreneurship program run by students, opportunities are open for students to communicate, to build confidence and to build a future independently. This is very much in line with the flow of progressivism which states  that education not only transforms knowledge to students, but with education it is hoped that students can understand the reality of life that will occur in the future (Ruslan, 2018). By having a high entrepreneurial spirit, students are expected to be able to create jobs when they graduate from college.
Independent Study/Project
Independent projects are run to complement the curriculum already taken by students. Colleges or faculties may also make independent study to skip topics that are not included in the course schedule, but are still available in the course or faculty syllabus. Independent project activities can be carried out in the form of cross-disciplinary group work. The purpose of the independent study program/project is to realize students' ideas in developing innovative products that become their ideas, organizing research and development-based education and improving student achievement in national and international events.
The existence of this independent project is very much in line with the thinking of progressivist Dewey who states that "the good school is cocerned with every kind of learning that helps students, young and old, to grow" or "a good school is one that pays close attention to all types of learning (and materials) that help students, youth and adults, to develop. Here it is very clear, if there are learning material contents that have not been covered  in the curriculum of a study program, then students are allowed to take the material outside the curriculum of the study program where they study. Freedom in learning to develop all potentials, ideas, creativity of students is given the widest possible space in independent project activities. 
Building Villages/Thematic Real Work Lectures
Thematic Real Work Lecture (KKNT) is a form of education by providing learning experiences for students to live in the community outside the campus, which directly together with the community identifies potential and handles problems so that it is expected to be able to develop village/regional potential and concoct solutions to problems in the village. This activity is different from KKN which generally only lasts for 1-2 months, this activity lasts longer, namely for 6-12 months.
This thematic KKN activity is in accordance with the views of progressivism where learning must be from the environment directly and in direct contact with the community. If learning is only in lectures on campus, then only the theories that the application has do not exist at all. The hope is that with this thematic KKN, students can really descend directly in the community, blend in with the community, see the problems that exist in the community and together with the community find solutions to every problem in the community. 

CONCLUSION
The MBKM program as one of the breakthroughs of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Indonesia which is very thick with the spirit of the philosophy of progressivism provides opportunities for students to be able to develop their creativity and devote themselves directly to the community by applying the knowledge gained in lectures and to find solutions to problems that exist in society. The MBKM program is very good because it provides independence to students who need to get supervision so that it can really be a link and match between the world of education and the  real world and does not cause liberalization in the world of education.
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